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1. In the framework of the ITU-D Study Groups, Question 4/1 
is addressing: Economic policies and methods of 
determining the costs of services related to national 
telecommunication/ICT networks

2. The works on this question started on 1998 as Question 
12/1 on Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of 
determining the cost of national telecommunication/ICT  
services

3. Coordination with the ITU-T Study Group 3 on Economic 
Policies is maintained to avoid duplication of work

4. In coordination with Question 12/1 ITU initiated the ITU 
Tariff Policies survey to collect information from National 
Regulatory Authorities on economic, costs and tariffs issues  

5. Now this survey is launched every year and the results are 
available on the ITU ICTEye database

6. We collect information for more that 150 countries…

Background

www.itu.int/icteye

The ICT Eye platform is a one stop-shop for ICT information and provides telecommunication/ICT 
indicators and statistics, regulatory and policy profiles, and national tariff policies information

http://www.itu.int/icteye


ITU ICTEye database

www.itu.int/icteye

http://www.itu.int/icteye


1998-2002 Q12 1/1
• Tariff structure and rebalancing
• Develop database on Tariff 

Policies 
• Identify main methods of 

determining and calculating the 
costs of telecommunication 
services

• Develop suitable costing and 
tariff models 

• policies and regulations for 
ensuring cost-oriented tariffs 

2002-2006 Q12 1/1
• Policies, tariff models and 

determination of the costs of 
services

• Monitoring competition
• Tariff rebalancing 
• Concept of dominance
• Market Analysis

COSITU COST MODEL 
DEVELOMENT 

Implementation of training 
and direct assistance

Question 4/1 retrospective



2006-2010 Q12 2/1
• Cost models and tariff 

policies
• Cost models used in setting 

tariff for new services
• Concept of dominance
• Financial and tariff 

implications of site sharing for 
terrestrial mobile networks

• Economic aspects of NGN 
investment projects

• Migration from traditional 
networks to NGN

Guidelines for Growth in data 
communication in developing 
countries

2010-2014 Q12 3/1
• Economic implications of NGNs
• Cost structure of NGN Services 
• The regulation of tariffs of 

services provided over NGNs
• Financial and tariff impact of site 

sharing for terrestrial mobile 
networks

Guidelines:  
• for Making the Transition from 

Existing Service Offerings in 
Developing Countries to 
Combined Voice and Data 
services

• Economic Investment Plan 
Models Used by Countries 
Experienced in the Transition to 
NGNs

Question 4/1 retrospective



2014-2017 Q4/1
• New methods of charging for 

services
• Different models for sharing 

infrastructure
• Consumer price evolution and 

the impact of ICT service
• Methods of determining 

licence fees
• Guidelines on:  
• Infrastructure sharing
• Reducing tariffs/prices
• Stimulating access to and use of 

services

Question 4/1 retrospective
Guidelines on infrastructure sharing 

Guidelines Stimulating access to and use of services

Guidelines on reducing tariffs/prices

All this material, including other ITU-D Questions, is 
available at: www.itu.int/pub/D-STG-SG01

https://www.itu.int/pub/D-STG-SG01
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